ever, they all share strong concerns for the development of U.S.-China relations and express the desire "to represent Chinese Americans the way lobbying organizations for other minority groups have long done." The formation of the committee immediately captured the attention of Washington and Beijing. James Lilley, then American ambassador to China, and Zhu Qizhen, Chinese ambassador to the United States, both spoke at the organization's first national meeting at San Francisco.2
Meanwhile, Chinese-American scholars and activists have participated extensively in debates on China's human rights, most-favorednation status, trade disputes, U.S. role in China-Taiwan relations, and other issues. Their talks on prime time TV programs such as the "Nightline," "60 Minutes," and the "McNeil/Lehrer News Hour," and their articles in magazines and newspapers such as theAtlantic Monthly, New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street journal, and Los Angeles Times have made an impact on American public opinion. Works written by Chinese Americans on U.S.-China relations also frequently appear in influential professional and scholarly journals such as Foreign Affairs and China Quarterly, and in book forms published by leading academic and commercial publishers, including Harvard University Press and Simon � Schuster. Widely read by both general public and academic circles, their works, written from a Chinese-American perspective, have affected American public opinion on China.
The dispute over a naturalized American citizen and human rights activist, Harry Wu (Wu Hongda), in June 1995 illustrates the impact Chinese Americans may have on U.S.-China relations. Shortly after Wu's arrest, Assistant Secretary of State Winston Lord sternly warned that China's conduct in arresting Wu was "legally and morally unacceptable.... If Wu's case is not resolved quickly, it is plain that the consequences will not be limited to his own situation."3 The fact that top-ranking officials in the Clinton administration such as National Security Adviser Anthony Lake and prominent Republican leaders, including Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole and House Speaker Newt Gingrich, all met Wu's wife demonstrated how Chinese Americans could take the spotlight of national politics on U.S.-China relations.
Prior to Hillary Clinton's attendance at the UN Women's Conference in Beijing in September 1995, public debates were focused on whether the First Lady's China trip would give "face" to the Chinese regime. Harry Wu and Haiqing Zhao, a former student from China
